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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqgolada ingliz va o ‘zbek tillaridagi bolalar o ‘yinlarining
lingvistik xususiyatlari ko rib chiqgiladi. Bolalar o ‘yinlari til o ‘rganish jarayonida
muhim ahamiyatga ega bo‘lib, ularda til strukturasi va madaniy qadriyatlar
namoyon bo ‘ladi. Magolada ingliz va o ‘zbek o ‘yinlarida ishlatiladigan lug ‘at boyligi,
fonetik va ritmik nagshlar, grammatik tuzilmalar va tilni o ‘zlashtirish jarayoni tahlil
qgilinadi. Bolalar o ‘yinlari orqali til va madaniyat ganday uzatilishi, shuningdek, ular
yosh avlodning madaniy va ijtimoiy me'yorlarga ko ‘nikishiga ganday yordam berishi
ko ‘rsatiladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Bolalar o ‘yinlari, lingvistik xususiyatlar, madaniyat, til o ‘rganish,
fonetik nagshlar, o ‘zbek tili, ingliz tili, grammatik struktura.

Annotation: This article examines the linguistic characteristics of children's
games in English and Uzbek languages. Children's games play a significant role in
language acquisition, often reflecting the language structures and cultural values
inherent to each society. The article analyzes vocabulary, phonetic and rhythmic
patterns, grammar structures, and language learning processes present in English
and Uzbek games. It demonstrates how language and culture are transmitted through
children’s play, as well as how games help young generations familiarize themselves
with cultural and social norms.

Key words: Children's games, linguistic characteristics, culture, language
acquisition, phonetic patterns, Uzbek language, English language, grammar
structure.

Annomayusa: B Oaunnoil cmamve paccmMampuéaromcs JIUHSBUCMUYECKUe
0COOEHHOCMU O0emCKUX USP HA AHSTUUCKOM U Y30eKCKOM sA3blKax. Jlemckue uepol
uUSparom BadjiCHY10 pojlb 8 NPOYecce 0CB0EHUSL S3bIKA, OMPANCAsL CMPYKMYPY A3bIKA U
KVIbMypHble YEHHOCMU, XapakmepHvle OJisi Kaxcoozo obwecmea. B cmamve
AHATUBUPYIOMCSL  CNOBAPHBINL  3aNac, (QoHemuyeckue U pummuiecKue Y3opbl,
epammamuyecKkue CMmpyKmypvl U Npoyeccvl Usy4eHus 5A3vlKd, Npucymcmeyrowue 6
aHenutickux u y3oexckux uepax. Iloxasano, kax a3vik u Kyiemypa nepeoarmcs uepes
oemcKue uepsl, @ MaKice Kax uepvl NOMo2arom MOoa000My NOKOJIEHUI) 3HAKOMUMbCS
C KYJIbMYPHLIMU U COYUAIbHBIMU HOPMAMU.

Knwueswie cnosa: /lemckue uepwvi, nunesucmuieckue ocobeHHOCmuU, Kyivmypa,
0CBOeHUe 3blKA, (hOHemuueckue Y30pvl, Y30EKCKUUl S3blK, AHSIULUCKUL S3bIK,
epamMmamuyecKkas cCmpyKkmypa

INTRODUCTION
Children’s games are a treasure trove of linguistic insights, often mirroring the
language structures and cultural values that shape a child’s world. In both English-
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speaking and Uzbek-speaking communities, traditional games play a vital role in
early language acquisition and socialization, providing a unique setting where
children can learn, practice, and experiment with language. This article explores how
linguistic elements in children’s games reflect and reinforce language skills in
English and Uzbek, highlighting similarities and differences that illustrate the cultural
significance of play.

1. Vocabulary and Expressions in Children's Games

One of the most immediate ways children interact with language in games is
through specialized vocabulary and expressions that may not be used in everyday
conversation. In English, games often involve simple, repetitive words that aid in
memorization and vocabulary acquisition. For example, phrases in games like “Duck,
Duck, Goose” or “Ring Around the Rosie” emphasize rhythm and predictable
language patterns, making it easier for children to learn and repeat them.

In Uzbek, games like "O‘yin" (meaning "play") integrate terms specific to
Uzbek culture and values. Uzbek games often include terms of respect and familial
roles, reflecting cultural emphasis on family and respect for elders. Games like
"Qaychi, gaychi, oltin gaychi™ (Scissors, scissors, golden scissors) use repetitive
phrases, and linguistic variations are often added by the players, allowing them to
engage with language creatively while maintaining cultural relevance.

2. Phonetics and Rhythmic Patterns

Rhythm and rhyme are powerful linguistic tools in children’s games, helping
young players develop phonetic awareness. In English, many games incorporate
rhyme and alliteration, enhancing children’s sensitivity to sounds. Games such as
jump-rope chants (e.g., “Cinderella, dressed in yellow...”) combine rhythm and
rhyme, which not only makes the game engaging but also helps children recognize
patterns in sounds and syllables.

In Uzbek children’s games, rhythm and repetition also play a central role. Many
traditional games involve chants or phrases repeated in a rhythmic manner. For
instance, in "Qo'shqgo'sh”, children chant verses in a rhythmic pattern while clapping
hands in sync. This game helps children grasp sound patterns and phonetic elements
in the Uzbek language, providing a foundation for phonological awareness.

3. Grammar and Syntax in Play

Games often simplify grammar and syntax, which helps children learn language
structures organically. In English games, instructions are usually brief and direct,
aligning with the natural, spoken language. For example, in games like “Simon
Says,” (Children’s games in street and playground) the syntax is consistent and
follows a predictable structure (“Simon says, do this”). This structure helps children
understand imperative forms and sequential commands, which are foundational
grammar concepts in English.

In Uzbek, traditional games may involve structured phrases that reflect specific
cultural norms in their syntax. Games often use inclusive and collective pronouns,
emphasizing group identity and community — key cultural elements in Uzbek society.
For instance, phrases in games may use "biz" (we) or "birga" (together), reinforcing
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the sense of unity. This structure introduces children to essential elements of Uzbek
grammar and cultural context simultaneously.

4. Language Acquisition and Social Interaction

Children’s games are a form of social language learning, as they require children
to interact, follow rules, and communicate with peers. In English-speaking settings,
games that require taking turns and negotiating roles — such as “Hide and Seek” or
“Tag” — promote social and linguistic skills, helping children learn new words in a
natural, engaging context.

These interactions encourage verbal negotiation and the practice of polite
expressions, teaching children the social etiquette embedded in the language.

Similarly, in Uzbek games, children learn social language patterns through
cooperative play. Games like "Chumoli va ari" (Ant and Bee) foster interaction where
children negotiate, persuade, and cooperate, reflecting Uzbek values of collaboration
and respect. The language used in these games is not only linguistically valuable but
also instills social norms and communication strategies that are integral to Uzbek
culture.

5. Code-Switching and Bilingual Play

In bilingual or multilingual communities, children often code-switch between
languages during play. In Uzbekistan, where Russian and Uzbek are spoken in many
urban areas, children may switch between Uzbek and Russian phrases in games. This
code-switching reflects linguistic flexibility and helps children develop language
skills in both languages, reinforcing their cultural identity. In English-speaking
countries with diverse populations, children may similarly blend English with their
home language, creating a unique linguistic environment in which children learn to
navigate multiple languages in informal, playful contexts.

CONCLUSION

Children’s games provide a natural environment where language and culture
come together, helping young learners acquire essential linguistic skills while
connecting with their cultural heritage. By examining the linguistic characteristics of
children’s games in English and Uzbek, we gain insight into how these languages
shape children’s understanding of the world around them. The playful yet structured
language of games reinforces essential vocabulary, phonetics, grammar, and social
language, all while fostering cultural values. Understanding these elements highlights
the deep connection between language, culture, and the role of play in preserving and
passing on linguistic heritage.
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