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Abstract. This study examines the reforms within the framework of the “Concept for
the Development of the Higher Education System of the Republic of Uzbekistan until 2030”.
The research methodology encompasses a comparative analysis of national strategies against
global education models from leading nations such as South Korea, Japan, and Germany. The
findings indicate that expanding student enrollment, granting academic autonomy, and
integrating STEM fields are vital for national progress. Furthermore, aligning local
institutions with international standards and fostering “Education-Science-Production”
clusters significantly enhances graduate employability. Ultimately, these reforms serve as a
strategic foundation for the country’s future intellectual and economic prosperity.
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AHHoTanus. /JlanHoe nccneaoBaHue paccmaTpuBaeT pedopmMbl B pamkax «Konuenuu
pa3BUTHs CHUCTEMBI BbICIIero oOpaszoBanus PecmyOnuku VY30ekuctan g0 2030 romax.
MeTO,Z[OJ'IOFI/IH HCCIICOO0BAaHUA BKIIFOUACT CpaBHI/ITeJ'IBHHﬁ dHaJIM3 HallUOHAJIbHBIX CTpaTeFI/Iﬁ
¢ TJ1I00aJIbHBIMU O6p&30BaTeJ'II>HBIMI/I MOJCIIAMHA BCAYIIUX CTPAH, TAKUX KaK IOxnas Kopeﬂ,
Snonus un FepMaHI/ISI. PCSyHLTaTBI IMMOKa3bIBAOT, YTO paCIUPCHUC OXBaTa CTYICHTOB,
MpeaoCTaBJICHUC aKaﬂeMquCKOﬁ ABTOHOMUHU U MHTCTrpalus STEM-HaHpaBHeHI/Iﬁ SABJIAOTCA
KIIFOUYCBbIMU (baKTOpaMI/I HAalTUOHAJIBHOT'O IIporpecca. KpOMe TOro, IpUBCIACHUC MCCTHBIX
06p330BaTeJ'II>HI>IX yqpexcz[eHI/Iﬁ B COOTBCTCTBHUC C MCKIAYHAPOIHBIMHU CTaHAApPTAMHU U
Pa3sBUTUC KJIACTCPOB «O6paSOBaHI/Ie—HaYKa—HpOI/ISBOILCTBO» 3HAYUTCJIBbHO IIOBBIIIIAIOT
KOHKypeHTOCHOCO6HOCTI> BBIITYCKHUKOB Ha PbLIHKC TpYyJda. B kxonHeunom wurtore JaHHBIC
pe(bopMLI CIIyXKart CTpaTeFquCKOﬁ OCHOBOH )1 UHTCJICKTYAJIBHOI'O 1 3KOHOMHYCCKOI'O
IIPOUBCTAHUA CTPAHLI.

KiaroueBble ciaoBa: Breicmee o6pasoBanue; Konnenmus 2030; Axagemudeckas
aBToHomus; STEM-o0paszoBanue.

Annotatsiya. Mazkur tadgigot O‘zbekiston Respublikasi oliy ta’lim tizimini 2030
yilgacha rivojlantirish konsepsiyasi doirasidagi islohotlarni tahlil qiladi. Tadgiqot
metodologiyasi milliy strategiyalarni Janubiy Koreya, Yaponiya va Germaniya kabi yetakchi
davlatlarning global ta’lim modellari bilan giyosiy tahlil gilishni o°z ichiga oladi. Natijalar
shuni ko‘rsatadiki, talabalar gamrovini kengaytirish, akademik mustaqgillikni ta’minlash
hamda STEM yo‘nalishlarini integratsiya qilish milliy taraqgiyotning muhim omillaridir.
Shuningdek, mahalliy oliy ta’lim muassasalarini xalgaro standartlarga moslashtirish va
“Ta’lim—Fan-Ishlab chigarish” klasterlarini rivojlantirish  bitiruvchilarning mehnat
bozoridagi raqobatbardoshligini sezilarli darajada oshiradi. Yakuniy natijada, ushbu
islohotlar mamlakatning intellektual va iqgtisodiy taraqgiyoti uchun strategik asos bo‘lib
xizmat giladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Oliy ta’lim; 2030 konsepsiya; Akademik mustaqillik; STEM ta’limi.
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Introduction

Today, the world is changing fast because of globalization and new technology. Because
of this, Uzbekistan’s government is focusing on training smart, independent thinkers. This
study looks at how the country is improving its colleges and universities based on a plan
called “Concept 2030”. This topic is important because better education leads to a stronger
economy and a better life for citizens.

The goal of this research is to look at the current changes in Uzbekistan and compare
them to successful systems in other countries. In the past, the education system was very strict
and controlled by the government. Now, it is becoming more flexible and focused on the
needs of the job market. This study asks how we can give universities more freedom and
better technology while still keeping our national values.

Finally, the paper looks at how “Education, Science, and Business” can work together.
Even though Uzbekistan is opening many new universities, it is important that the quality of
education stays high. By using new global ideas and digital tools, Uzbekistan can make its
universities some of the best in the world.

Literature Review

Previous research has consistently demonstrated the link between education quality and
national welfare. Priya Garg (2026) identified that prioritizing STEM subjects was a key
driver of South Korea's economic "leapfrog" development. Additionally, Turg‘unov (2025)
emphasizes the necessity of local “Education-Science-Production” clusters for sustainable
innovation. While international benchmarks like the QS World University Rankings provide
a framework, there remains a gap in comprehensive research regarding the transition of Uzbek
universities toward full financial and academic independence. This paper utilizes data from
the World Population Review and international educational reports to address these gaps.

Method

In an era of rapid globalization and unprecedented technological advancement,
preparing a highly skilled workforce characterized by significant intellectual potential and
independent thinking has become a cornerstone of Uzbekistan's strategic state policy. This
study investigates the comprehensive modernization of the national higher education system
under the “Concept for the Development of the Higher Education System of the Republic of
Uzbekistan until 2030, which was officially approved in 2019. The relevance of this topic
lies in the direct and profound impact of higher education quality on the country's long-term
economic development, innovation capacity, and overall social mobility.

The primary aim of this research is to analyze current national reforms and evaluate their
long-term effectiveness by comparing them alongside successful global practices from
leading international educational hubs. In recent years, Uzbekistan has faced the complex
challenge of transitioning from a traditional, centralized academic model to a more flexible,
market-oriented system. This transition necessitates a deep understanding of international
benchmarks to remain globally competitive. Consequently, the central research question
explores how global trends - specifically academic autonomy, financial independence, and
robust digital infrastructure - can be effectively integrated into the unique Uzbekistan
education model without compromising essential national values.

Furthermore, the study examines the “Education-Science-Production” cluster as a vital
mechanism for bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical industrial
application. As the number of higher education institutions in the country grows, ensuring
that this quantitative expansion is matched by qualitative excellence remains a top priority.
This research highlights that only through the systemic integration of global innovations and
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advanced digital management systems can Uzbekistan transform its universities into
competitive centers of academic excellence on the world stage.

Results

The findings indicate that Uzbekistan has significantly bolstered its educational
capacity, with the number of higher education institutions reaching 125. The study reveals
that the integration of 65 academic lyceums and 187 technical schools with universities has
successfully established vertical continuity in the education chain. Comparative data suggests
that by adopting elements of the Japanese R&D commercialization model and German
international accreditation standards, local universities are improving their global prestige.
The results also show that academic and financial independence is fostering curricula that are
increasingly responsive to labor market demands.

Discussion

These findings suggest that the modernization of the Uzbek education system is aligning
effectively with global trends. The results reinforce the argument that university autonomy
enhances management quality and fosters innovation. A plausible explanation for the rapid
growth in enrollment is the government's strategic vision of higher education as an “internal
driver” for national development. By mirroring the South Korean emphasis on engineering
and technology, Uzbekistan is positioning itself for a significant technological and economic
shift.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that systemic reforms are transforming
Uzbekistan into a regional hub for quality education. The integration of international
benchmarks, such as PISA and QS rankings, is crucial for future competitiveness. The study
recommends that universities continue to prioritize digital infrastructure and the
commercialization of scientific research. Future research should investigate the long-term
impact of academic independence on the quality of student research and specific graduate
employment rates across various sectors.
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