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Abstract. This study explores the phenomenon of lexical innovation among teenagers
within the dynamic environment of social media, conceptualized as a “linguistic playground.”
The research investigates the motivations behind adolescents’ creation of neologisms and
examines the potential implications of such linguistic practices on formal writing proficiency.
Employing a quantitative methodology, a questionnaire was administered to 50 students. The
findings reveal that the predominant motivation for lexical invention is communicative
efficiency, while all respondents acknowledged a negative impact of social media slang on
their formal writing skills. The study contributes to contemporary sociolinguistic discourse

by highlighting the tension between linguistic creativity and academic language standards.
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AHHoTanus. JlaHHOEe HCClleJOBaHME pPACCMATPUBAET  SIBJICHUE JIEKCMUECKHX
WHHOBAIMI Cpelyd MOAPOCTKOB B KOHTEKCTE COLIMAJIBHBIX CETeH, IMPEICTaBIEHHBIX Kak
«JIMHTBUCTUYECKasi WUIrpoBas miomaaka». OcHOBHas 1eidb pabOThl — BBIBUTH MPUYMHBI
CO3/1aHMsI HOBBIX CJIOB MOJIPOCTKAMH M OINpPEAEIUTh BIUSHUE WHTEPHET-CJICHTa HAa HABBIKU
(dbopmanpHOro nuchbMa. B paMkax KoJIM4YeCTBEHHOTO 1MoAXoAa ObL1 poBeAEH onpoc cpeau S0
ydanuxcs. Pe3ynbTarhl MOKaszald, YTO OCHOBHOM NPUYMHON SI3bIKOBOTO HOBATOPCTBA
ABJISIETCSI CTpEMIJIEHHE K Oosiee OBICTpON KOMMYHHUKAIIMM, TOT/Ia KaK BCE PECIOHJEHTHI
OTMETUJIM HETaTHMBHOE BIIMSHHE CJIEHTa Ha MX akajJeMuueckoe nucbMo. MccrnenoBaHue
BHOCUT BKJIAJ] B COI[MOJMHTBUCTHKY, JIEMOHCTPUPYS NPOTUBOPEUUE MEXKAY S3BIKOBOM

KpCaTHUBHOCTBIO 1 HOPMAMM JIMTCPATYPHOI'O A3bIKA.

KiroueBble cjioBa: COI_II/IOJ'II/IHI"BI/ICTI/IKa, HCOJIOT'N3M, A3BIK COIMAJIbHBIX CeTeﬁ, pCUb
IIOAPOCTKOB,A3bIKOBAA MHHOBAIIHA, L[H(prBaSI KOMMYHHKaluA, CJIICHI', A3bIKOBBIC U3MCHCHU,

HaBBIKU (DOPMATILHOTO TUChMA, KOMMYHHUKATUBHAs () (HEKTUBHOCTD

Annotasiya. Mazkur tadgiqot ijtimoiy tarmoqlarni “lingvistik o‘yin maydoni” sifatida
ko‘rib, o‘smirlar orasida yangi so‘zlar yaratish jarayonini tahlil giladi. Tadgigotning asosiy
magsadi — o‘smirlarning neologizmlar yaratish sabablarini aniglash hamda bu jarayonning
ularning rasmiy yozma nutgiga ta’sirini baholashdir. Kvantitativ metod asosida 50 nafar
o‘quvchi o‘rtasida so‘rovnoma o‘tkazildi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatdiki, eng asosiy sabab —
tezkor muloqot ehtiyoji bo‘lib, barcha ishtirokchilar ijtimoiy tarmoq slengining rasmiy
yozuvga salbiy ta’sir ko‘rsatishini ta’kidlashdi. Tadqiqot tilshunoslikda ijodkorlik va

normativlik o‘rtasidagi muvozanat muammosini yoritadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Sotsiolingvistika, neologizm, ijtimoiy tarmogqlar tili, o‘smirlar nutqi,
lingvistik innovatsiya, ragamli muloqot, sleng, til o‘zgarishi, rasmiy yozuv ko‘nikmalari,

kommunikativ samaradorlik
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Introduction

In the digital epoch, social media platforms have evolved into fertile grounds for
linguistic experimentation, particularly among adolescents. Teenagers, as active agents of
linguistic change, continuously reshape the lexicon through the creation of neologisms,
abbreviations, and hybrid expressions. This phenomenon reflects not merely a passing trend,
but a complex sociolinguistic process intertwined with identity formation, group affiliation,
and the affordances of digital communication technologies. The rapid proliferation of
platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and messaging applications has accelerated the pace at
which new lexical items emerge and circulate. Unlike traditional language evolution, which
unfolds gradually over extended periods, digital communication enables instantaneous
dissemination and normalization of newly coined expressions. As a result, linguistic
innovation among teenagers is not only more visible but also more dynamic and ephemeral,
often shifting in response to trends, memes, and viral content. Moreover, the creation of social
media slang serves important pragmatic and social functions. It allows adolescents to establish
in-group solidarity, differentiate themselves from older generations, and construct unique
digital identities. The use of coded or abbreviated language also enhances efficiency in
communication, aligning with the fast-paced, character-limited environments of many online
platforms. At the same time, such linguistic practices may contribute to concerns about
language standardization and the potential impact on formal writing skills.From a
sociolinguistic perspective, this phenomenon can be examined through frameworks such as
language variation, discourse analysis, and computer-mediated communication (CMC). It
highlights how language adapts to new contexts and how users negotiate meaning in digitally
mediated environments. Therefore, studying teenage linguistic creativity on social media
provides valuable insights into broader patterns of language change, cultural expression, and
technological influence.

Methodology

Why do you think teenagers create new words on social media?

Number of
Students Percentage

a) To express ideas more creatively 4 8%
B b) To communicate faster 30 60%
B ) To feel part of a group 6 12%
B d) Just for fun 10 20%
50 100%

[ Total students: 50 ]

Do you think using social media slang affects your formal writing
skills (e.g., essays, schoolwork)?

Number of
Students Percentage

B a) Yes, negatively 50 100%
B b) Yes, positively 0 0%
B ¢) No effect 0 0%
d) Not sure 0 0%

50 100%

[ Total students: 50 ]

This study adopts a quantitative research design to examine the motivations and
consequences of lexical innovation among teenagers. A structured questionnaire was
administered to a sample of 50 students. The instrument comprised two key questions
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addressing the reasons for word creation and the perceived impact of social media slang on
formal writing skills. The results indicate that the majority of respondents selected option (b)
- “to communicate faster” as their primary motivation for creating new words. This finding
underscores the functional dimension of linguistic innovation, where efficiency and brevity
are prioritized in digital communication. Furthermore, 100% of participants selected option
(a) -“yes, negatively” when asked about the influence of social media slang on formal writing.
This unanimous response suggests a strong awareness among students of the detrimental
effects of informal language habits on academic performance.

Discussion

The findings align with the theoretical framework proposed by David Crystal (2006),
who characterizes internet language as a distinct variety shaped by speed and interactivity.
Similarly, Naomi Baron (2008) emphasizes the growing informality of written
communication in digital contexts. The preference for rapid communication reflects what
Danet and Herring (2007) describe as the “economy of expression” in online discourse.
However, the negative impact on formal writing corroborates concerns raised by Rosen et al.
(2010), who argue that excessive exposure to informal digital language can erode grammatical
accuracy and stylistic discipline. Additionally, Tagliamonte and Denis (2008) highlight that
while linguistic innovation is natural, its unchecked proliferation may blur the boundaries
between formal and informal registers.

Conclusion

In conclusion, social media functions as a dynamic and ever-evolving linguistic
laboratory in which teenagers do not merely use language, but actively reshape and redefine
it. Through the creation of neologisms, abbreviations, code-switching practices, and
multimodal expressions (such as emojis, memes, and hashtags), adolescents engage in a
continuous process of meaning-making that reflects both individual creativity and collective
identity. These innovations are not random; rather, they are deeply embedded in social
contexts, serving pragmatic purposes such as brevity, expressiveness, humor, and in-group
belonging. At the same time, this linguistic flexibility introduces a complex tension between
informal digital communication and the conventions of formal academic writing. Frequent
exposure to non-standard forms may lead to the transfer of informal structures into
educational contexts, potentially affecting grammatical accuracy, lexical choice, and stylistic
appropriateness. However, it is important to recognize that this does not necessarily indicate
a decline in linguistic competence, but rather the development of a dual-register proficiency,
where learners navigate between informal and formal modes depending on context. By
fostering critical language awareness and reinforcing the value of context-sensitive
communication, it becomes possible to maintain academic standards while still
acknowledging and valuing the linguistic creativity of the digital generation.
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