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Abstract: English has become one of the most influential global languages in the
twenty-first century and is widely used in education, science, business, and communication.
Learning English as a foreign language is therefore essential for many learners worldwide. It
provides significant benefits, including access to global knowledge, improved academic
performance, better career opportunities, cognitive development, and enhanced
communication skills. However, learners also face challenges such as linguistic interference,
pronunciation difficulties, limited practice opportunities, and language anxiety. Overall, the
study concludes that although these challenges exist, the advantages of learning English
outweigh the disadvantages when learners apply effective strategies and consistent practice.
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Introduction

In the modern globalized world, English plays a central role as an international language
and is widely used in education, science, business, medicine, aviation, and information
technology. It is therefore considered a global lingua franca, serving as a common means of
communication among speakers of different native languages.For non-native speakers,
especially students, learning English has become an essential part of academic life. In many
countries, it is taught as a compulsory subject from primary school to university level.
However, despite its importance, learning English is not always easy. Many learners face
difficulties such as grammar complexity, vocabulary memorization, pronunciation
challenges, and lack of speaking confidence.At the same time, English offers significant
academic, professional, and social opportunities. Therefore, it is important to analyze both
the advantages and disadvantages of learning English as a foreign language in order to
understand its real impact on learners’ lives.

Literature Review

A large number of studies have investigated the role of English as a foreign language in
education and society.

Crystal (2003) emphasizes that English has become a global language used by millions
of non-native speakers, making it essential for international communication. He highlights its
Importance in global integration and knowledge exchange.Richards and Rodgers (2014) argue
that learning English provides access to global education and improves academic performance
by allowing learners to read international research and literature.Krashen (1982) introduces
the Input Hypothesis, stating that language acquisition is more effective when learners are
exposed to meaningful input in a low-anxiety environment.

Additionally, British Council (2023) reports that English dominates the internet and
digital platforms, making it essential for online education and communication.These studies
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collectively show that English learning is both beneficial and challenging depending on
learning conditions and strategies.

Advantages of Learning English.

One of the most important benefits is access to global academic resources. Most
scientific journals, research papers, and textbooks are published in English. This allows
students to expand their knowledge and improve academic performance. English also enables
students to participate in international conferences and exchange programs.English
proficiency significantly increases employment opportunities. Many international companies
require employees who can communicate in English. It is especially important in fields such
as business, tourism, aviation, medicine, engineering, and information technology. English
also increases chances of working abroad.English enables communication between people
from different countries and cultures. It is widely used in international business meetings,
online communication platforms, and global collaborations. This helps individuals become
part of a global community..English is the dominant language of the internet. Most websites,
software, online courses, and digital platforms use English. Platforms like Coursera, edX, and
Khan Academy provide global educational opportunities.

Disadvantages of Learning English.

Learners often transfer grammar rules, sentence structure, and pronunciation habits from
their native language into English. This leads to frequent errors.English spelling and
pronunciation are often inconsistent. Many words are not pronounced the way they are
written, making it difficult for learners to achieve fluency. Many learners experience fear of
making mistakes, lack of confidence, and anxiety when speaking English. These emotional
factors negatively affect learning progress.In many non-English-speaking countries, learners
do not have sufficient opportunities to practice English in real-life situations. This limits
speaking fluency development.Learning English requires long-term commitment and
continuous practice. It cannot be mastered quickly, which may discourage some learners.

Conclusion

In conclusion, learning English as a foreign language is highly important in today’s
globalized society. It provides significant academic, professional, and cognitive benefits.
Although learners face challenges such as pronunciation difficulties, lack of practice
environment, and psychological barriers, these can be overcome through consistent practice
and modern learning methods.

Overall, the advantages of learning English are much greater than the disadvantages,
making it an essential skill for academic and professional success in the modern world.
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