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Abstract: Have you ever questioned why, in a world where education is viewed as a 

fundamental right, countless students still face challenges in paying for university? The cost 

of higher education has risen significantly, posing challenges for numerous young individuals. 

This article examines the concept of free public universities by studying its economic and 

societal impacts. Rather than concentrating solely on personal accountability, this study 

explores how systems like government funding, economic disparity, and public policy 

influence educational access. It also examines if free education is a feasible solution or a 

financial strain for nations. 
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Introduction. 

Education today is among the most potent instruments for both individual and national 

progress. Yet, in spite of its significance, access to higher education remains unequal. 

Numerous students globally are unable to enroll in university due to expensive tuition costs. 

This establishes a divide among various social groups and restricts chances for numerous 

skilled individuals. 

We exist in an era where information is more readily available than ever, yet the cost of 

higher education is still high. This discrepancy prompts a significant inquiry regarding justice 

and equality within society. Are universities intended solely for those who can pay, or should 

they be available to all? 

The concept of free public universities has emerged as a significant subject of debate in 

numerous nations. Certain governments have already established free or affordable education 

systems, while others find it difficult to weigh economic expenses against social advantages. 

This study seeks to investigate the underlying factors contributing to this problem and 

address the ensuing question: 

What are the social and economic impacts of offering free public university education? 

Grasping this will enable us to determine if free education is a viable and advantageous 

option for society. 

Methods 

For examining this subject, I employed a qualitative research method grounded in a 

review of existing literature. Rather than gathering primary data, I analyzed existing academic 

materials and reports to grasp various viewpoints. 
This research draws upon three key scholarly journal articles from areas like education 

and economics. This includes publications found in The Journal of Higher Education, 

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.20377612

mailto:sevinchoyshermetova@gmail.com
mailto:dilyacity89@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.20377612


 

349 

 

Economics of Education Review, and World Development. Furthermore, I employed a 

comparative approach to examine the similarities and differences among the articles. This 

enabled me to assess both the advantages and disadvantages of free higher education. 
The study centers on three important areas: 
- Societal influence (accessibility and fairness) 
- Fiscal influence (public expenditure) 
- Extended growth (economic advancement) 
This multi-faceted approach aids in offering a fair and accurate comprehension of the 

matter. 

Results 

The findings of this study indicate that public universities without tuition fees greatly 

impact both society and the economy. 
Initially, free education enhances access to tertiary education. With the elimination of 

tuition fees, a greater number of students can register in universities. This results in increased 

participation rates and fosters greater equality of opportunities for students from various 

backgrounds. Secondly, free education enhances social equity. Students from economically 

disadvantaged families receive equal opportunities as those from more affluent backgrounds. 

This aids in minimizing inequality and promotes social mobility. 
Nonetheless, the study indicates that free education necessitates significant government 

expenditure. Governments should allocate a significant part of their budget to education. This 

might lead to financial strain and could necessitate increased taxes or budget modifications. 
Ultimately, accessible education aids in sustainable economic development. An 

increasingly educated populace results in a more competent labor force. This boosts 

productivity, creativity, and general economic growth. 
These findings indicate that free education presents both advantages and difficulties 

simultaneously. 

Discussion 

The results of this study indicate that free public universities are not merely an 

educational concern but rather a systemic problem. The consequences extend beyond single 

students and influence the whole society and economy. From a societal viewpoint, free 

education evidently enhances equality and accessibility.It enables a greater number of 

individuals to attain advanced education and enhance their living standards.From an 

economic viewpoint, the scenario is more intricate. Although the upfront cost is significant, 

education ought to be regarded as an investment instead of a liability. Over time, the 

advantages of a talented labor force can surpass the expenses. Nevertheless, some countries 

are not as well-equipped to establish free education. Countries with robust economies are 

more prone to thrive, whereas those in development might encounter economic difficulties. 

This indicates that free education should not be implemented uniformly in all places. 

Governments should develop policies that align with their economic conditions. 
Conclusion 
Ultimately, free public university education has economic and social impacts. It 

enhances educational access, fosters equality, and bolsters sustainable economic 

development. Nonetheless, it also demands considerable financial resources and meticulous 

planning. 
The study indicates that free education is advantageous when backed by robust 

economic frameworks and efficient policies. 
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We should not solely concentrate on personal accountability; it's crucial to recognize 

how systems affect educational access. Through enhancing policies and funding approaches, 

governments can establish a fairer and more educated society. 
Education must not be a luxury for some—it should be available to everyone. 
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