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Abstract. This paper examines Jhumpa Lahiri’s short story *A Real Durwan*
through the lens of social exclusion, scapegoating, and fragile communal identity. The
study focuses on the character of Boori Ma as a marginalized figure whose presence in
the building is tolerated only under conditional terms. Although she performs the role
of caretaker, her social position remains unstable and dependent on the residents’
convenience. The analysis argues that Lahiri exposes the illusion of community by
demonstrating how quickly collective solidarity dissolves in moments of crisis. When a
theft occurs, Boori Ma becomes the immediate target of blame despite the absence of
evidence. This reaction reflects a broader social mechanism in which vulnerable
individuals are sacrificed to preserve group cohesion. The paper concludes that Lahiri
critiques not only social hierarchies but also the psychological need for scapegoats
within communities.
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AHHOTanus. B nanHON cTaThe paccmartpuBaeTcs paccka3 Jxymmnsl Jlaxupu
«Hacrosmuit  kykonbHBIM TeaTp» (A Real Durwan) uepe3 mpusMmy cColHMabHOM
HN30JIsIHUH, IIOMCKa KO3Jla OTIHYIICHUA H XpynKOﬁ O6HII/IHHOI71 NICHTUYHOCTHU.
UccnenoBanue dokycupyercs Ha nepcoHaxe bypm Ma kak MapruHamIu3upOBaHHOM
qmrype, YbC IIPUCYTCTBHUC B 3JaHUHN JOIIYCKACTCA TOJIBKO Ha OIIPCACICHHBIX YCIIOBUAX.
XOTs OHa BBIIIOJHSET POJIb CMOTPHUTCIIbBHUIBI, €€ COLHUAJIBHOC ITOJIOKCHUC OCTACTCA
HECTAOMJIbHBIM U 3aBHCHUT OT y,Z[OGCTBa KUWJIBIOB. Ananns IIOKa3bIBA€T, 4TO .HaXI/IpI/I
pa306naqaeT J5RIRI010X675010) COO6IL[GCTBa, ACMOHCTPHUDPYA, KakK 6I>ICTp0 KOJIJICKTHUBHAas
COJIMAAPHOCTH pacmnagaeTcs B MOMEHTHI Kpusuca. Korja npoucxoaut kpaxa, bypu Ma
CTAHOBHUTCA HGHOCpGI{CTBGHHOﬁ MHUIICHBIO O6BI/IH€HI/IH, HCCMOTpsA Ha OTCYTCTBHC
J0Ka3aTCIbCTB. OTta PCaKIHA OTpaXacT Ooiee HIHpOKI/Iﬁ COHH&HBHLIﬁ MCXaHHU3M, B
KOTOPOM YSI3BUMBIE JIIOJM IPUHOCATCS B JKEPTBY pPaAd COXPaHECHUs TPYINIIOBOU
CIJIOYCHHOCTHU. B 3akiroueHue craTbu .HaXI/IpI/I KPUTUKYCT HC TOJIbBKO COIHAJIbHBIC
uepapxmm, HO H IICUXOJOIHYCCKYIO HOTpe6HOCTL B KO3JIaX OTIIYIICHHA BHYTPH
COOOIIECTB.

KiaroueBblie cjioBa: COI_[I/IaJ'IBHaSI n3ojpious, IIOMCK KO3Jla OTIIYIICHHA,
MaprutHajlin3anuia, HACHTHYHOCTD, C006H_IGCTBO, JAUacCIIOpHasd JIUTeparypa.

In contemporary American literature, the immigrant experience often reveals
complex dynamics of identity, belonging, and exclusion. Jhumpa Lahiri occupies a
significant position due to her nuanced portrayal of cultural displacement and
psychological fragmentation. Her short story *A Real Durwan* presents a sociological
and psychological critiqgue of how communities construct and dismantle belonging.
Boori Ma occupies a paradoxical position within the building. She is necessary yet not
accepted. Her inclusion depends entirely on her usefulness. Lahiri shows that she exists
on the margins, never fully integrated into the community. After the theft of the
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washbasin, Boori Ma becomes the scapegoat. The accusation is not based on evidence
but on vulnerability. This reflects how societies project blame onto weaker individuals
to maintain order. The unity of the residents is superficial. Their solidarity depends on
excluding someone weaker. Boori Ma’s expulsion restores temporary stability but
exposes moral failure.

The story reveals that belonging is fragile and conditional. Lahiri critiques
communities that prioritize convenience over empathy, showing how marginalized
individuals are easily excluded. A Real Durwan reveals that belonging within a
community is inherently fragile and conditional. Through the character of Boori Ma,
Jhumpa Lahiri illustrates how marginalized individuals are accepted only as long as they
remain useful and non-threatening. Once a crisis emerges, this conditional acceptance
collapses, exposing the underlying instability of social structures. The act of
scapegoating demonstrates how communities protect themselves by sacrificing their
most vulnerable members. Moreover, the residents’ behavior reflects a deeper
psychological need to maintain control in uncertain situations. By blaming Boori Ma,
they avoid confronting their own insecurity and responsibility. This reaction highlights
how fear and self-interest often override empathy in communal settings. In addition,
Lahiri suggests that exclusion is not accidental but embedded within the very structure
of social relations. The illusion of unity is therefore sustained through continuous
marginalization. Ultimately, the story emphasizes that true community cannot exist
without accountability and compassion. Lahiri’s narrative challenges readers to
reconsider the ethical foundations of belonging and to recognize the human cost of
exclusion.
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