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Abstract. This thesis explores the social classification system and ethical tensions in
Jane Austen’s novel Pride and Prejudice. It examines how rigid class distinctions and
societal expectations influence the behavior, relationships, and moral decisions of the
characters. Special attention is paid to the internal ethical struggles experienced by Elizabeth
Bennet and Mr. Darcy, as well as the broader societal pressures that shape their actions. The
study argues that Austen critiques the limitations of social hierarchy while highlighting the

importance of moral development and self-awareness.
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu dissertatsiya Jeyn Ostinning "Andisha va g'urur* (Pride and
Prejudice) romanidagi ijtimoiy tabagalanish tizimi va axlogiy ziddiyatlarni tadqiq etadi.
Unda qat'iy sinfiy farglar va ijtimoiy umidlar gahramonlarning xulg-atvori, o'zaro
munosabatlari va ma'naviy qarorlariga gqanday ta'sir gilishi tahlil gilinadi. Elizabeth
Bennet va janob Darsining ichki axlogiy kurashlariga, shuningdek, ularning xatti-
harakatlarini shakllantiruvchi kengroqg ijtimoiy bosimlarga alohida e'tibor garatiladi.
Tadgiqotda Ostin ijtimoiy iyerarxiya cheklovlarini tanqid gilish bilan birga, ma'naviy
yuksalish va 0'z-0'zini anglashning muhimligini yoritib berishi ta'kidlanadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: ijtimoiy tabagalanish, axlogiy ziddiyat, sinfiy tizim, ma'naviy
gadriyatlar, gahramon rivojlanishi, ijtimoiy normalar, ingliz adabiyoti.

AHHoTanusA. B nmaHHOW nuccepranuu HCCIEAYIOTCS CUCTEMA COIMAIbHOMN
Kiaccupukanuu U dTudeckue KOoHGIUKTHI B pomane J[keitH Octun «['opmocts u
npenyoexaenue». PaccmaTpuBaercs, Kak JKECTKHME KIACCOBBIE pazIuuusl U
OOIIIECTBEHHBIE OKUJAHUS BIUSIOT Ha TOBEJEHUE, B3aUMOOTHOIIICHUS U MOpPAJbHbIC
pemienust nepconaxkei. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE yJIesieTCs] BHYTPEHHEH dTHYecKoil 6oproe
Onuzaber benner m muctepa Jlapcu, a Takxe Oojiee HIMPOKOMY COLMATBLHOMY
JABJICHUIO, ONpEeNeNsaioneMy uX TnocTynku. B pabore yrtBepkmaercs, uro OcTuH
KPUTHUKYET OTPaHUYEHHOCTh COLMAIbHOM HepapXuu, OJHOBPEMEHHO IOJYEPKUBAS
BAXXKHOCTb HPABCTBEHHOI'O Pa3BUTHUS U CAMOIIO3HAHMSI.

KiroueBble cjioBa: couuanbHas Kiaccuukaius, STHYECKHH KOHQIIUKT,

KJIACCOBAsi CUCTEMA, MOPaJIbHBIE IIEHHOCTH, PA3BUTHE MIEPCOHAXKA, COLIMAIIBHBIE HOPMBI,
AHIJIMMCKAs JIMTEeparTypa.
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Introduction

Literature often reflects the structure and values of the society in which it is created.
One of the most prominent themes in many literary works is the interaction between social
systems and individual morality. In early nineteenth-century England, social classification
played a significant role in determining a person’s status, opportunities, and relationships.
Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice provides a detailed portrayal of this structured society and
the ethical tensions that arise within it.

The novel presents a world where individuals are judged according to their social
standing, wealth, and family connections. However, these external measures often conflict
with internal moral values, leading to ethical dilemmas for the characters. As they navigate
societal expectations, they are forced to confront their own prejudices, values, and sense of
justice.

This thesis aims to analyze how the social classification system influences character
behavior and how ethical tensions emerge as individuals struggle between societal norms
and personal beliefs. It also seeks to demonstrate that Austen uses these conflicts to critique
social inequality and promote moral growth.

Main part

1. Social Classification System in the Novel

The social classification system in Pride and Prejudice is one of its defining features.
Society is divided into clear hierarchical levels based on wealth, lineage, and social
connections. The aristocracy, represented by figures such as Lady Catherine de Bourgh,
holds significant power and influence, while families like the Bennets belong to the lower
gentry and must carefully navigate social expectations.

Marriage is closely linked to this classification system, often serving as a means of
maintaining or improving social status. Charlotte Lucas’s marriage to Mr. Collins illustrates
the practical considerations that govern such decisions. Her choice reflects the pressure
placed on women to secure financial stability rather than pursue emotional fulfillment,

Despite the rigidity of the system, Austen introduces characters who challenge these
norms. Mr. Darcy, although initially bound by class consciousness, gradually recognizes the
limitations of judging others based on social rank. Through such developments, Austen
suggests that personal merit and moral character should take precedence over inherited
status.

2. Ethical Tensions and Internal Conflict

Ethical tensions are central to the development of the novel’s main characters.
Elizabeth Bennet experiences a significant moral journey as she confronts her own biases
and learns to reassess her judgments. Her initial prejudice against Mr. Darcy demonstrates
how societal impressions can distort personal perception. However, her willingness to reflect
and change highlights her strong moral character.

Mr. Darcy also undergoes a profound transformation. His ethical tension arises from
the conflict between his social upbringing and his growing sense of responsibility and
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humility. His decision to assist Lydia Bennet, despite the risk to his reputation, represents a
turning point in his moral development.

In contrast, characters like George Wickham and Lydia Bennet lack moral awareness
and responsibility. Their actions, driven by self-interest and impulsiveness, create social and
personal consequences. Through these contrasts, Austen emphasizes the importance of
ethical reflection and accountability.

3. The Relationship Between Social Norms and Moral Values

The novel highlights the complex interaction between social norms and individual
moral values. While society imposes expectations regarding behavior, marriage, and
reputation, characters are often faced with the challenge of either conforming or resisting
these pressures.

Elizabeth Bennet exemplifies the ability to maintain personal integrity in the face of
societal expectations. She refuses to marry for convenience or social advantage, prioritizing
genuine respect and affection. Her eventual marriage to Mr. Darcy represents a balance
between social compatibility and emotional sincerity.

Austen also critiques characters who rigidly adhere to social norms without
considering moral implications. Lady Catherine de Bourgh, for instance, embodies the
arrogance and inflexibility of the upper class. Her attempts to control others highlight the
ethical shortcomings of a system based solely on status and authority

Through these portrayals, Austen advocates for a more humane and morally
conscious approach to social interaction, where individuals are valued for their character
rather than their position in society.

Conclusion

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice offers a nuanced exploration of the social
classification system and the ethical tensions it creates. The novel demonstrates how rigid
social structures influence individual choices while also showing that personal growth and
moral awareness can challenge these limitations.

Through the development of Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy, Austen emphasizes the
importance of self-reflection, humility, and ethical responsibility. She critiques a society that
prioritizes class and status over genuine virtue, encouraging readers to value integrity and
understanding.

Ultimately, the novel suggests that true happiness and fulfillment arise from the
alignment of social relationships with moral principles. Austen’s work continues to resonate
because it addresses universal themes of identity, morality, and the struggle between societal
expectations and personal values.
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