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Abstract. This study explores the use of abbreviations and acronyms in digital
communication. It examines their linguistic functions and communicative value,
showing that these forms contribute to efficiency and reflect changes in modern English
language usage.
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu tadgigot ragamli mulogotda gisgartmalar va akronimlarning
qo‘llanilishini o‘rganadi. Maqolada ularning lisoniy funksiyalari va kommunikativ
giymati tahlil qilinib, bunday shakllar mulogot samaradorligini oshirishi hamda
zamonaviy ingliz tili iste’molidagi o‘zgarishlarni aks ettirishi ko‘rsatib beriladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: ragamli muloqot, gisqgartmalar, akronimlar, til evolyutsiyasi, ingliz
tili.

AHHoTanus. /[aHHOE HCcleJoBaHHE M3y4yaeT HCIOJIb30BAHUE COKpAILlCHUN U
aKpOHMMOB B LHM(pPOBON KOMMyHHKanuu. B pabore paccmaTpuBaroTcsi UX
JUHTBUCTHYECKHE (PYHKIMM U KOMMYHHKAaTHBHAsl 3HAYUMOCTh; MOKAa3aHO, YTO 3TH
dbopmbl  crTOCOOCTBYIOT 3(h(EKTUBHOCTH OOIIEHUS W OTPAXKalOT HW3MEHEHUS B
UCIOJIb30BAHUH COBPEMEHHOTO aHTJIMMCKOTO SI3bIKA.

KiroueBble ciaoBa: mudpoBas KOMMYHHKalMs, COKpAlllEHHS, AKPOHHUMBI,
ABOJIIOIMS SI3bIKA, AHTJIUHCKUHN S3BIK.

Introduction

In recent decades, the rapid development of digital technologies has significantly
transformed communication. Online platforms and messaging applications have created
environments where speed and brevity are highly valued [1]. As a result, the English
language has undergone noticeable changes, particularly in its written form.

One of the most prominent features of digital communication is the widespread
use of abbreviations and acronyms, which allow users to convey messages efficiently
by reducing complex expressions [1]. As noted by David Crystal, language adapts to the
demands of immediacy and economy in digital contexts. At the same time, concerns
about language simplification arise; however, Naomi S. Baron argues that digital
communication reshapes rather than weakens language [2].

The relevance of this study lies in the growing influence of digital discourse on
everyday language use. As online communication becomes increasingly dominant, it is
important to understand how these changes affect linguistic norms and practices. The
study of digital abbreviations is particularly relevant for modern language education, as
learners increasingly encounter such forms in online communication environments.
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The aim of this study is to analyze the role of abbreviations and acronyms in

digital English communication.
Materials and Methods

The study is based on examples from digital communication, including social
media and messaging platforms. The research applies descriptive and discourse analysis
methods to examine the structure, types, and usage of abbreviations and acronyms in

modern English.

The classification of linguistic units is based on definitions provided by
the Oxford English Dictionary, as well as theoretical approaches developed by David

Crystal and Naomi S. Baron.
Results

The analysis demonstrates that abbreviations and acronyms constitute a central
feature of digital English, reflecting the principle of language economy [1]. They can be
classified into several types, including initialisms (e.g., “LOL,” “IDK”), acronyms (e.g.,
“NASA”), clippings (e.g., “app,” “info”), and hybrid forms (e.g., “gr8,” “B4”). These
categories illustrate both the efficiency and creativity of language use in digital

environments.

Furthermore, abbreviations perform several key communicative functions. They
ensure economy and speed, allowing users to exchange information quickly in fast-
paced contexts [1]. They also express informality, making written communication
resemble spoken interaction. As noted by Naomi S. Baron, digital writing often mirrors

speech patterns [2].

In addition, abbreviations contribute to social identity, signaling group
membership and shared norms. They also enhance emotional and pragmatic meaning,

as forms such as “LOL” may convey tone rather than literal laughter.
Discussion

The findings indicate that the widespread use of abbreviations is closely linked
to technological and social factors. Platforms such as Twitter have historically
encouraged brevity through character limits, reinforcing the use of shortened forms.

The impact of abbreviations on modern English is both significant and
multifaceted. On the one hand, they contribute to simplification and communicative
efficiency. On the other hand, they influence language norms, leading to more flexible
rules of spelling, punctuation, and style. As emphasized by David Crystal, the
distinction between formal and informal language is becoming increasingly blurred [1].

At the same time, certain challenges may arise, including potential
misunderstandings in intercultural communication. This is particularly relevant on
global platforms such as TikTok and Instagram, where users from diverse linguistic
backgrounds interact. However, as argued by Naomi S. Baron, such changes should be
viewed as part of the natural evolution of language rather than its degradation [2].

Conclusion

In conclusion, the present study has examined the role of abbreviations and
acronyms in digital English communication, with particular attention to their types,
functions, and overall impact on language development. The analysis has demonstrated
that these linguistic forms are an essential component of modern communication, shaped

by the demands of speed, efficiency, and technological advancement.

The findings indicate that abbreviations and acronyms perform multiple
functions, including the realization of language economy, the expression of informality,
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the construction of social identity, and the enhancement of emotional and pragmatic
meaning. As emphasized by David Crystal, such forms emerge as natural adaptations of
language to new communicative environments, rather than as deviations from linguistic
norms.

Furthermore, the study has shown that the increasing use of abbreviated forms
contributes to the transformation of traditional language conventions. While concerns
about the simplification or degradation of English persist, researchers such as Naomi S.
Baron argue that these changes reflect the dynamic and evolving nature of language in
response to social and technological influences.

It can therefore be concluded that abbreviations and acronyms do not undermine
the English language; instead, they enrich it by expanding its expressive resources and
adapting it to the realities of digital communication. Their continued development
highlights the flexibility and resilience of English as a global means of interaction in the
modern world.
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