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Abstract: Bilingualism and intercultural competence are essential skills in today's
globalized world, and multilingual education plays a crucial role in fostering these
competencies. This article explores the development of bilingualism and intercultural
competence in the context of multilingual education. It examines the benefits of
bilingualism and intercultural competence, as well as the challenges and opportunities in
promoting these skills through multilingual education programs.

Keywords: Bilingualism, intercultural competence, multilingual education,
development, benefits, challenges, opportunities, cultural awareness.

AHHOTAmMsi: J[Bys3pluMe ©W MEXKYIbTYpHAs KOMIIETEHTHOCTh SIBIISTFOTCS
BOKHCUITUMHU HABBIKAMH B COBPEMEHHOM TJI00aTM3UPOBAaHHOM MHPE, H MHOTOSI3BIYHOE
00pa3oBaHUE UTPAET PEHIAIOIIYIO POJIb B Pa3BUTUU ATUX KOMIIETEHIIMI. B naHHOM cTaThe
paccMaTpUBACTCS PA3BUTHUE IBYSI3BIYUS H MEKKYJIBTYPHOU KOMIIETEHTHOCTH B KOHTEKCTE
MHOTOSI3BIYHOTO 00pa3oBaHusA. B HEM paccMaTpuBarOTCS MPEUMYIIECTBA ABYSI3BIYHS U
MEXKYJIbTYPHON KOMIETEHTHOCTH, a TaKKe MPOOJIEMBbl U BO3MOKHOCTH Pa3BUTHS 3TUX
HAaBBIKOB C MTOMOIIIbI0 MHOTOSI3BIYHBIX 00pa30BaTEIbHBIX TPOTPAMM.

KaroueBble  cioBa:  /[gyazviuue,  MeXiCKYIbmypHas  KOMNEMEHMHOCHDb,
MHO2053blUHOe 00pa3zosanue, passumue, Npeumyuecmsd, npoodiemvl, 803MONCHOCMU,
KYIbMYPHASL 0C8€00MIEHHOCb.

Anotatsiya: Ikki tilli va madaniyatlararo kompetentsiya bugungi globallashgan
dunyoda hal qiluvchi ko'nikmalardir va ko'p tilli ta'lim ushbu kompetentsiyalarni
rivojlantirishda hal qiluvchi ro'l o'ynaydi. Ushbu maqolada ko'p tilli ta'lim kontekstida
ikki tillilik va madaniyatlararo kompetentsiyaning rivojlanishi ko'rib chiqiladi. Unda ikki
tilli va madaniyatlararo kompetentsiyaning afzalliklari, shuningdek, ko'p tilli ta'lim
dasturlari orqgali ushbu ko'nikmalarni rivojlantirish muammolari va imkoniyatlari ko'rib
chiqiladi.

Kalit so'zlar: [kki tillii madaniyatlararo kompetentsiya, ko'p tilli ta'lim,
rivojlanish, imtiyozlar, muammolar, imkoniyatlar, madaniy xabardorlik.\

Bilingualism and intercultural competence are essential skills in today's globalized
world. As societies become increasingly diverse and interconnected, the ability to
communicate and interact across languages and cultures is becoming more important than
ever. In this context, multilingual education plays a crucial role in fostering the
development of bilingualism and intercultural competence among learners. (Baker.C.
2011). The development of bilingualism refers to the acquisition and use of two or more
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languages by individuals. This process can occur through various educational programs,
such as immersion, dual language, or bilingual education. These programs aim to provide
students with opportunities to develop proficiency in multiple languages, enabling them
to communicate effectively in different linguistic contexts. Intercultural competence, on
the other hand, involves the ability to interact and communicate effectively with people
from different cultural backgrounds.

It encompasses skills such as cultural awareness, sensitivity, and adaptability, as
well as the ability to navigate cross-cultural communication challenges. Multilingual
education plays a key role in promoting the development of both bilingualism and
intercultural competence. By exposing students to multiple languages and cultures, these
programs help them develop a deeper understanding of linguistic and cultural diversity.
This, in turn, enables students to communicate across linguistic and cultural boundaries,
fostering greater social cohesion and understanding. In this paper, we will explore the
development of bilingualism and intercultural competence in the context of multilingual
education. . (Cummins. J. 2000). We will examine the benefits of multilingual education
for promoting these skills, as well as the challenges and opportunities it presents.
Additionally, we will discuss strategies for effectively fostering bilingualism and
intercultural competence in multilingual educational settings.

Multilingual education plays a significant role in the development of bilingualism
and intercultural competence among learners. By providing students with exposure to
multiple languages and cultures, multilingual education programs create opportunities for
individuals to develop proficiency in more than one language and to navigate intercultural
interactions effectively. One of the key benefits of multilingual education is that it helps
students develop bilingualism by providing them with structured opportunities to learn
and use multiple languages. Through immersion programs, dual language instruction, or
bilingual education models, students can acquire proficiency in two or more languages,
enabling them to communicate effectively in different linguistic contexts. This not only
enhances their language skills but also broadens their understanding of diverse linguistic
systems and cultural practices. (Ricento, T. 2005).

Moreover, multilingual education fosters the development of intercultural
competence by exposing students to different cultural perspectives and practices. By
learning about and interacting with individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds,
students gain a deeper appreciation for cultural diversity and develop skills such as
empathy, open-mindedness, and respect for others. These experiences help students
navigate cross-cultural interactions more effectively and become more culturally
competent individuals. In multilingual educational settings, students have the opportunity
to engage in meaningful cross-cultural communication and collaboration, which further
enhances their intercultural competence. By working with peers from different linguistic
and cultural backgrounds, students learn to communicate effectively, resolve conflicts,
and collaborate across cultural differences. .( Oller, J. W., & Eilers, R. E. 2002). These
experiences not only strengthen their intercultural skills but also promote mutual
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understanding and respect among individuals from diverse backgrounds. To effectively
foster bilingualism and intercultural competence in multilingual education, educators can
implement a variety of strategies. These may include:

1. Providing language-rich environments: Creating classrooms and learning
environments where students are exposed to multiple languages through authentic
materials, activities, and interactions.

2. Promoting cultural exchange: Organizing cultural events, celebrations, and
exchanges that allow students to learn about and appreciate different cultures.

3. Encouraging language use: Providing opportunities for students to use their
languages in meaningful ways, such as through discussions, projects, presentations, and
collaborative activities.

4. Developing intercultural communication skills: Teaching students how to
navigate cross-cultural interactions, communicate effectively across linguistic and
cultural boundaries, and resolve conflicts in culturally sensitive ways. . (Kramsch, C.
2014).

By implementing these strategies and fostering a supportive multilingual
educational environment, educators can effectively promote the development of
bilingualism and intercultural competence among learners. This not only equips students
with valuable skills for success in a globalized world but also contributes to building more
inclusive and culturally diverse communities.

The development of bilingualism and intercultural competence in multilingual
education is a dynamic process that involves the acquisition of language skills and cultural
knowledge through exposure to multiple languages and cultures. In multilingual
educational settings, students have the opportunity to engage with diverse linguistic and
cultural contexts, which facilitates the development of bilingualism and intercultural
competence in several ways.

Firstly, multilingual education programs provide students with the opportunity to
develop proficiency in more than one language through structured language instruction
and immersion experiences. By learning and using multiple languages in various contexts,
students acquire linguistic skills that enable them to communicate effectively with
speakers of different languages. (Valdés, G., & Figueroa, R. A. 1994). This process of
developing bilingualism not only enhances students' language abilities but also promotes
cognitive flexibility, problem-solving skills, and metalinguistic awareness.

Secondly, multilingual education fosters the development of intercultural
competence by exposing students to different cultural perspectives, values, and practices.
Through interactions with individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds, students learn
to appreciate and respect cultural differences, navigate cross-cultural communication
challenges, and develop empathy and cultural sensitivity. (Wei, L. 2011). These
experiences help students become more effective communicators and collaborators in
multicultural settings, as they learn to adapt their communication styles and behaviors to
interact successfully with individuals from different cultural backgrounds.
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Furthermore, multilingual education promotes the integration of language and
culture by emphasizing the interconnectedness between language and cultural identity. By
learning about the cultural contexts in which languages are spoken, students gain a deeper
understanding of the social, historical, and political factors that shape linguistic practices.
This integrated approach to language and culture helps students develop a holistic view
of language learning and intercultural communication, enabling them to engage with
diverse communities and navigate complex cultural dynamics more effectively. (Valdés,
G., & Figueroa, R. A. 1994). In addition, multilingual education encourages students to
become active participants in multicultural societies by promoting respect for linguistic
diversity and cultural heritage. By valuing and celebrating different languages and
cultures, students develop a sense of belonging to a global community and contribute to
the preservation of linguistic and cultural traditions. This inclusive approach to language
education promotes social cohesion, mutual understanding, and appreciation for cultural
diversity among individuals from different linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Overall,
the development of bilingualism and intercultural competence in multilingual education
i1s a multifaceted process that involves the acquisition of language skills, cultural
knowledge, and intercultural communication skills. By providing students with
opportunities to engage with multiple languages and cultures, multilingual education
programs empower individuals to become effective communicators, critical thinkers, and
culturally competent members of a globalized society.

In conclusion, the development of bilingualism and intercultural competence in
multilingual education is a transformative process that enhances students' language skills,
cultural knowledge, and intercultural communication abilities. By engaging with multiple
languages and cultures in educational settings, students have the opportunity to become
proficient bilingual speakers and culturally competent individuals who can navigate
diverse linguistic and cultural landscapes with ease. Multilingual education not only
fosters language acquisition and cultural understanding but also promotes social cohesion,
mutual respect, and appreciation for linguistic diversity. Through a holistic approach to
language learning and intercultural communication, multilingual education programs
empower students to become global citizens who can effectively communicate,
collaborate, and thrive in multicultural societies. Ultimately, the development of
bilingualism and intercultural competence in multilingual education is essential for
preparing individuals to succeed in an increasingly interconnected and diverse world.
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