
262

Zamonaviy tilshunoslik istiqbollari: muammo va yutuqlar
20-21-22 may, 2025

THE ROLE OF LANGUAGE AND SOCIAL RELATIONS IN
INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION

Abdukarimova Madina, student,

Uzbekistan State World Languages University
Nabiyeva Xilola, teacher,

Uzbekistan State World Languages University
Abstract: This article discusses the science of sociolinguistics, language and social
relations, the impact of changes in society on language, the influence of other
languages in intercultural communication.

Keywords: language acquisition, language processing, cognition, thinking and
language, mental lexicon, bilingualism, sapir–whorf, hypothesis, universal
grammar, neurolinguistics.

As language is a social phenomenon, it is inextricably linked with society and its
life. The study of issues such as the social nature of language, its social function, the
impact of changes in society on language, the role of language policy in the
development of language, intersected the science of linguistics with the science of
sociology. The study of sociolinguistics, which results from the intersection of two
independent disciplines at one point, is conducted under the name of sociology of
language and studies the relationship between society and language. The term
sociolinguistics is made up of two components, the Latin words "social" and
"lingua".
This topic explores the complex relationship between language and human society
by analyzing it through three major lenses: sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, and
intercultural communication. Each aspect contributes to understanding how
language functions not only as a communication tool but also as a social, cognitive,
and cultural phenomenon.
1. Sociolinguistics: Language and the Social Environment
Sociolinguistics studies how language varies and changes in different social
contexts. It investigates how factors such as class, gender, ethnicity, age, and region
influence language use.

· Language variation: People speak differently depending on where they’re from or
which group they belong to (dialects, sociolects).

· Registers: Formal vs informal speech styles depending on the setting (e.g., academic
vs casual talk).

· Code-switching: Switching between languages or dialects depending on context or
audience.

· Language and power: Certain languages or accents are seen as more prestigious,
influencing social mobility and access to opportunities.

· Language and identity: Language helps define personal, ethnic, and national
identity.
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Example: In multilingual societies like India or Switzerland, language choice often
reflects cultural identity, profession, or social status.
Sociolinguistics is used in linguistics in the following senses:
The relationship between language and society, that is, the role of language in the
life and development of society, and vice versa, the role of society in the
development of language.
Differences in language due to the social grouping of the nation.
2. Psycholinguistics: Language and Thinking
Psycholinguistics examines how the human brain processes language, including
how we learn, understand, produce, and remember it. It bridges linguistics and
psychology.

· Language acquisition: How children and adults learn language, influenced by both
biological mechanisms (e.g., Universal Grammar) and environmental input.

· Language processing: How the brain decodes meaning, forms sentences, and
retrieves vocabulary during communication.

· Language and thought: Explores the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis, which suggests that
language shapes how we think and perceive reality.

· Bilingualism and cognition: Bilinguals often have enhanced cognitive skills such as
problem-solving, multitasking, andmemory due to managing two language systems.
Example: Some languages have no future tense (like Hopi), which may influence
how speakers perceive time.
Language is a manifestation of the human mind. Moreover, the human mind is the
highest product of nature's many millions of years of evolution. In this sense,
language as an expression of our mind and our language through our mind cannot
be compared to anything else, an event, and a process. Naturally, like any social
event and phenomenon, language develops in the process of different views,
thoughts, and struggles. The struggle for language, in turn, is not just a matter of
rules for the inner life of language, of their accuracy and validity. The struggle for
language is, first, a struggle for the place of language in society. Today, the processes
of globalization and the growth of scientific and technological achievements are
accelerating to such an extent that many national languages are unable to withstand
their pressure, intensity and pressure, and are declining under the influence of other
languages.
3. Intercultural Communication and Translation Issues
This area deals with how people from different cultural backgrounds communicate,
and the challenges involved in translating meaning across languages and cultures.

- High-context vs low-context cultures (Edward T. Hall):
- High-context (e.g., Japan): Indirect, implicit communication with heavy reliance on
non-verbal cues.

- Low-context (e.g., Germany): Direct, explicit communication where words carry
most of the meaning.

- Cultural misunderstandings: Arise from different norms, gestures, politeness
strategies, or emotional expressions.
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Translation challenges: Literal translations often fail due to cultural differences.
Translators must interpret idioms, humor, metaphors, and cultural references
sensitively.
Cultural relativism in meaning: Some concepts (e.g., “hygge” in Danish or “duende”
in Spanish) are deeply cultural and difficult to translate precisely.
Example: A joke or proverb in one culture may sound confusing or offensive in
another if translated word-for-word.
In the current state of development, it is important to keep in mind that today is a
time of intensification of dialogue and relations between nations, countries and
states. No nation in society can live on its own, in isolation from other nations. They
have to be in constant economic and spiritual contact and communication. Such
attitudes and dialogue will accelerate the development of nations; pave the way for
rapid acquaintance with innovations and discoveries in science, technology and
industry, spirituality and culture. This, in turn, requires learning the languages of
other peoples. After all, learning a foreign language is a social event. Learning a
foreign language gives you the opportunity to learn a different culture. I, in turn,
adopt the concepts and views of culture in our social environment and evaluate this
culture in terms of the concepts of our national culture. As mentioned above,
language has a social character since its inception. Because language originated in
a group of people, in the process of social work, it serves to communicate, to
exchange ideas. Language is a social weapon that exists only in society, among
people. The fate of language is linked to the fate of society. The object of
sociolinguistics is to study the effect of language on changes in society. Sociological
research is usually conducted in two or more areas. I will consider some of these
parameters. The object of sociological research includes various social elements,
namely the features related to language differences.
The amount of these elements may change over time, but basic research emphasizes
the following three elements:
1) the transmitter of information;
2) the recipient;
3) environment.
I. The social background of the communicator is more pronounced in some industry-
specific dialects. This is the case, for example, in many Hindu dialects. I also see
this in the versations between men and women. It depends on the perception of the
community by the person transmitting the information.
II. The social background of the person receiving the speech is more specific to
Eastern languages. For example, when addressing an adult, it is used as a sign of
respect. Another unique style of speech is children's speech, which is not only the
way children speak, but also the way adults speak to children in many languages.
III. The third element is the environment, which includes all the elements of speech
other than the above. Examples of this are the terms that have emerged in almost all
languages due to the social environment.
In the current period of development, because of the rapid development of science,
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in our daily lives, almost every day there is a discovery. As a result, the language
lexicon is enriched with new terms. An invention created in another country is
usually named after a language that is used in that country. As the invention spread
to other countries, a new word entered the lexicon of the language of that country
and soon began to be actively used. In this case, too, I can see an example of the
influence of society on language. At first glance, the introduction of such words may
seem insignificant, but it is also true that over time, the number of such words
increases in number and seriously impairs the purity of the language.
The issue of language and society relations is also a topical issue in the territory of
one country. In linguistics, this term, called bilingualism, refers to the use of another
language in parallel with one's mother tongue. For example, the Kazakh and Kyrgyz
peoples use Russian in their daily lives in parallel with their mother tongue. In the
case of bilingualism, of course, the two languages interact. In this case, it is natural
that there is a lot of confusion in people's speech. This condition is especially
common in young children. This is because when a child grows up in a bilingual
family, he or she will be able to communicate in those two languages, but his or her
vocabulary may be lower than that of people who speak fewer languages. The study
of such issues is also the task of sociolinguistics.
In conclusion, I can say that just as a society is in constant motion, in development,
in change, so its language is in constant motion, in change, in development. Among
the researches on language in modern linguistics, identification and analysis of
social factors influencing language is one of the priorities of modern
sociolinguistics. Today, when social development is developing rapidly, one of our
main tasks is to preserve the purity of our native language, to ensure its low status
among the world's languages.
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