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ANNOTATSIYA

Tanqidiy fikrlashni rivojlantirish — talabalarni murakkab global muammolarni hal
qilishga tayyorlashda muhim ahamiyatga ega. Ingliz tili ta’limi ilgari faqat til
o'rganishga yo'naltirilgan bo'lsa, hozirgi kunda u kognitiv rivojlanishni qo‘llab-
quvvatlashda muhim rol o‘ynaydi. Ushbu maqolada ingliz tili o'qitishida tanqidiy
fikrlashni integratsiya qilish muhokama qilinadi, bunda amaliy usullar, o'qituvchilar
ishtiroki va o‘quv dasturi omillari orqali tahliliy va mulohazali fikrlashni
rivojlantirish ko‘rib chiqiladi.

Kalit so ‘zlar: tanqgidiy fikrlash, ingliz tili darslari, til o ‘rgatish, talabalarni jalb qilish,
ta’lim innovatsiyasi.

AHHOTAIUA

Pa3BuTHE KpPUTHMYECKOrO MBIIUICHUS SABJIACTCS BAXKHEUIIEH 3aJayeld MOArOTOBKH
CTYJICHTOB K PEIICHUIO CIIOKHBIX TI00aIbHBIX mpobsieM. OOydeHue aHTIUICKOMY
A3BIKY, TPAAUIIMOHHO COCPEOTOUYEHHOE Ha

JMHTBUCTUYECKOM acCIleKTe, Teleph TaKKEe HIpaeT KIIOUEBYIO POJib B MOIAECPIKKE
KOTHUTHBHOTO pa3BUTHsI. B JaHHONW cTaTbe paccMaTpUBAaeTCs HWHTETpaIs
KPUTHYECKOTO MBIIUICHUST B TMpEmojaBaHUE aHTJIUHCKOTO fA3bIKa, BKIIOYAs
NPaKTHUYECKHE METOJbl, Yy4yacTHe TMpemojaBaTeNiedi ©  ydeOHBbIE AacIeKTHl,
CHIOCOOCTBYIOIINE PA3BUTHUIO aHATTUTHUECKOTO M pe(hICKCUBHOTO MBITIICHUSI.
KiroueBble cj10Ba: KPUTHYECKOE  MBIIUIEHHE, OOyYe€HHE  aHIJIMHCKOMY,
NPEToAaBaHue A3bIKOB, BOBICUCHUE CTYACHTOB, 00pa30BaTeIbHbIC MHHOBAIIHH.
ABSTRACT

Fostering critical thinking is essential for preparing students to navigate complex
global challenges. English language education, traditionally centered on linguistic
acquisition, now plays a key role in supporting cognitive development. This article
discusses the integration of critical thinking into English language teaching (ELT),
examining practical methods, teacher involvement, and curricular considerations that
promote reflective and analytical thinking.

Keywords: critical thinking, English instruction, language teaching, student
engagement, educational innovation.

In recent years, education systems have increasingly emphasized the need to develop
21st-century skills, among which critical thinking holds a central position. While
English language learning is often perceived as acquiring vocabulary and grammar,
it can also serve as a meaningful medium for cultivating students’ reasoning and
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evaluative skills. This paper highlights how critical thinking can be intentionally
embedded in language instruction

to support holistic student growth.While English language teaching (ELT) has
traditionally prioritized grammar, vocabulary, and communicative competence, it
now holds potential as a powerful platform for fostering deeper cognitive skills.
Embedding critical thinking in English instruction not only enhances language
proficiency but also nurtures learners’ capacity for analysis, reflection, and informed
decision-making.

English classes provide dynamic opportunities for engaging students in thoughtful
communication and interpretation. Through activities such as problem-solving tasks,
opinion writing, media analysis, and classroom discussions, learners are encouraged
to question ideas, assess arguments, and develop independent perspectives.Engaging
students in meaningful discussions, interpretative tasks, and real-life problem-solving
can sharpen both their linguistic and cognitive abilities. When students analyze
diverse texts, express opinions, or evaluate contrasting viewpoints, they practice
using language as a tool for reasoning. For instance, writing argumentative essays or
participating in structured debates encourages learners to build logical arguments, use
evidence effectively, and anticipate counterpoints.

Moreover, engaging with diverse texts and global topics in English can expose
students to varying viewpoints, thereby expanding their understanding and
stimulating deeper reflection.Critical thinking in ELT is not limited to upper-level
learners; it can be scaffolded across proficiency levels. Beginners might engage in
simple compare-and-contrast exercises or classify information based on criteria,
while advanced learners might critique editorials, explore ethical dilemmas, or
conduct research projects. The key lies in designing tasks that push learners beyond
surface-level understanding and prompt them to inquire, reflect, and question.

To effectively integrate critical thinking, educators can: - Design tasks that require
learners to justify opinions or evaluate arguments. - Encourage peer collaboration to
analyze texts or solve real-world

problems.

- Incorporate reflective journals where students assess their own learning and
reasoning processes.

- Use multimedia and authentic sources (e.g., podcasts, documentaries, news articles)
to prompt inquiry and discussion.

These approaches shift the focus from memorization to mental engagement,
promoting both language competence and intellectual agility.

To foster a culture of critical thinking, English teachers can adopt several classroom
strategies:

Open-Ended Questions: Instead of asking factual questions with one correct answer,
teachers can pose open-ended ones like “Why do you think this character acted that
way?” or “What might happen if this situation occurred in your country?” Such
prompts encourage deeper thinking and engagement.

Think-Pair-Share and Socratic Seminars: These collaborative formats allow students
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to articulate and refine their thoughts through dialogue, promoting critical listening
and thoughtful response formulation.

Analyzing Authentic Materials: Real-world sources such as news articles,
infographics, podcasts, and social media posts expose students to contemporary
1ssues, bias detection, and source evaluation.

Project-Based Learning: Research projects, role-plays, and simulations that address
global or community issues give learners an opportunity to apply both language skills
and higher-order thinking in authentic contexts.

Reflective Practices: Tools like learning journals or self-assessment checklists help
students become aware of their reasoning processes, track their intellectual growth,
and set goals for improvement.

Educators play a central role in creating an environment where critical thinking
thrives. Rather than merely transmitting information, teachers guide learners through
inquiry, model metacognitive strategies, and support risktaking in thought and
expression. This shift in role requires confidence in critical pedagogy and familiarity
with instructional techniques that promote student autonomy and engagement.
Professional development programs can equip teachers with frameworks for critical
thinking, such as Bloom’s Taxonomy or Paul and Elder’s Model, enabling them to
plan lessons that intentionally target cognitive skills. Additionally, building a
classroom culture that values curiosity, respect for diverse perspectives, and tolerance
for ambiguity empowers students to express ideas openly and learn from each other.
Educators are instrumental in creating a classroom culture that values inquiry and
openness. Rather than acting solely as knowledge providers, teachers become
facilitators of thought, guiding learners through structured questioning and scaffolded
discussions. Supportive feedback and encouragement of student voice are critical to
building learners' confidence in their analytical abilities.

Despite its benefits, embedding critical thinking in ELT is not without challenges.
Common obstacles include rigid curricula, standardized testing pressures, and
teachers’ unfamiliarity with critical thinking frameworks. Addressing these issues
may involve revising language standards, offering professional development, and
providing adaptable teaching resources. Integrating critical thinking into ELT is not
without challenges. Rigid national curricula, time constraints, and high-stakes exams
often discourage exploratory and reflective learning. Moreover, some teachers may
lack training or confidence to teach critical thinking explicitly.

Integrating critical thinking into English language education enhances students’
capacity to engage with the world thoughtfully and responsibly. When language
learning goes hand in hand with cognitive development, students are better prepared
not only to communicate effectively but to think deeply and act wisely in diverse
contexts. Integrating critical thinking into English language instruction enriches the
educational experience and prepares learners for real-world challenges. By moving
beyond rote learning and fostering reflective dialogue, ELT becomes a means not just
for communication, but for intellectual empowerment. When students learn to think
critically in a second language, they gain the tools to interpret the world more
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thoughtfully and act more responsibly—both as language users and global citizens.
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