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Abstract. This study delves into the psycholinguistic and pragmatic
decoding of hidden threats in verbal communication, examining how covert
intentions are conveyed through language. Hidden threats, which often go
unnoticed in social and legal contexts, can be identified through the careful
analysis of verbal cues, tone, and implicature. This research focuses on the
analysis of two real-life speech examples where speakers indirectly convey
psychological intimidation and veiled threats without explicitly stating violent
intentions. By applying psycholinguistic processing and pragmatic strategies
such as illocutionary force and implicature, the study reveals how linguistic
markers can signify underlying psychological pressure or control. The research
underscores the importance of decoding linguistic signals to understand hidden
intentions and threats that may not be immediately apparent. The findings
highlight the role of language as a tool for manipulation and psychological
influence, emphasizing the need for more rigorous analysis of verbal
communication in situations involving potential harm or threat
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Introduction

Language is not only a means of communication but also a powerful tool
for influence, persuasion, and manipulation. In some contexts, speakers convey
their harmful intentions not explicitly but implicitly through hints, intonation,
and specific lexical choices. Hidden threats are often not directly stated but can
only be revealed through deep linguistic analysis.

This thesis investigates how hidden threats in verbal communication are
encoded through linguistic and pragmatic strategies. It focuses on real-world
anonymized speech samples where the speaker uses subtle cues to express
psychological pressure or threat without overtly stating violent intentions. Such
utterances are often overlooked by social or legal norms, yet they can contain
subtle indicators of control, manipulation, or threat when analyzed from a
psycholinguistic perspective. While the main focus is on verbal communication,
nonverbal cues (intonation, facial expressions, gestures, and eye contact) are
considered as secondary elements that contribute to decoding the speaker’s true
intentions. This thesis explores how verbal cues, rather than nonverbal ones, are
the primary markers for identifying hidden threats. The research involves two
selected speech samples in which speakers subtly express harmful intentions.
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Using psycholinguistic analysis, pragmatic theory (focusing on implicature and
illocutionary acts), and semantic analysis, this study aims to decode how hidden
threats can be identified from speech patterns and what these cues reveal about
the speaker's intentions.

This research underscores the importance of psycholinguistic and
pragmatic analysis in understanding covert aggression and manipulation in
everyday verbal interactions.

Methodology

This study adopts a psycholinguistic approach, utilizing pragmatic analysis
to decode hidden threats in verbal communication. The analysis is based on two
anonymized speech samples, where the speaker uses subtle linguistic markers to
express a threat without directly stating it.

The methodology involves the following techniques:

1. Psycholinguistic Analysis: Examining the structural components of
speech to identify psychological implications and hidden intentions.

2. Pragmatic Approach: Investigating the use of implicature and
illocutionary force to understand the indirect meaning of utterances.

3. Semantic Analysis: Identifying the meanings of words and how they
function in context to convey implicit threats.

Nonverbal cues such as facial expressions and body language will be
considered in secondary analysis, but the primary focus will remain on verbal
markers.

Results

The analysis of two anonymized speech excerpts revealed clear
psycholinguistic and pragmatic markers of hidden threats. In the first example
(“Do you know what it means to burn?”), the speaker used metaphor and
presupposition to suggest psychological danger without overt aggression. The
second example involved a veiled threat linked to a child’s safety, disguised as a
financial request. Both utterances relied heavily on implicature and illocutionary
force rather than direct lexical aggression.

Linguistic signals included emotionally charged verbs, indirect modal
constructions, and specific prosodic patterns (e.g., lowered pitch, slow tempo).
These verbal features signaled the speaker’s underlying psychological intent to
intimidate, dominate, or manipulate.

Discussion

The findings confirm that hidden threats can be linguistically encoded
through subtle yet powerful mechanisms. From a psycholinguistic perspective,
the listener processes these cues as emotionally salient, even without explicit
violent language. From a pragmatic viewpoint, the speaker’s intention becomes
clear through context, implicature, and speech acts.

These utterances show how dangerous messages may be cloaked in
socially acceptable phrasing. The research demonstrates that verbal aggression,
while indirect, can carry real psychological weight. Decoding such messages is
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crucial not only for linguistic research but also for forensic and psychological
assessments.

While nonverbal cues such as tone and facial expression can reinforce the
threat, the verbal content alone already conveys sufficient markers of coercion
and dominance. This supports the thesis that verbal analysis, even in isolation, is
a valid and rich source for decoding hidden intentions.

Conclusion

This study confirms that hidden threats in verbal communication can be
effectively decoded using psycholinguistic and pragmatic approaches. Although
nonverbal cues may provide supplementary information, verbal communication
remains the primary means of encoding hidden intentions. This research provides
a foundation for further studies on covert aggression and manipulative language,
and it emphasizes the need for linguistic analysis in understanding the
psychological and social implications of everyday speech.
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